LETTER” 


FROM A 


| Citizen of Glaſgow 


To his Friend at Edinburgh. 


Containing ſome modeſt Animadverſions 
on alate Printed Letter, concerning the 


Afﬀeairs of that City. 


PROV. To. 9. 
Fe that walketh uprightly, walketh ſurely: But he that perverteth his 


ways, ſhall be known. 
PROV. r6. 18. 
Pride go*th before deſtruftion : And an haughty Spirit before a fall. 


—— 


Printed in the Year, 1790. 
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(3) 
A Letter from a Citizen of Glaſgow to his Friend 
at Edinburgh, <*c. 


SIR 
was not a little ſurpriſed upon the Receipt of yours, of the 1 11h. 
I inſtant, containing the Printed Copy of a Letter concerning the 
Management of the Aﬀairs of this City, by which the Author, with no 
fmall ſtock of Aſſurance,endeavours to vindicate the great Abuſes which 
the Inhabitants have ſuffered in the Adminiſtration of their Afﬀairs ſince 
the Year 1689. 

I am perſwaded that neither the Magiſtrates, nor any other Well-wi- 
ſher to the Peace and Quiet of this Town, could be Acceſſory to the 
publiſhing of a Letter that, I amaffraid, muſt unavoidably move ſome 
Perſons, who otherwiſe would ly Dormient, to makea ſtricter Inquiry 
into itsVeracity than perhaps,the Author would,upon more Mature Con- 
ſideration, be willing to {ubjeQit : For as it is rruly Lamentable, That 
there ſhould be any difcord, or even ſo much as the Seeds thereof, be- 
eween our Magiſtrates and the Inhabitants, {o it cannot but be regreted, 
that any ſhould be ſo Malicious as to expoſe the Weakneſs of either the 
one or the other, by publiſhing the: {ame in Print: And as there is ne- 
thing more certain than, That a City divided again} it ſelf cannot ſtand, ſo 
the firſt Aggreſſor, or Chiet ſower of Sedition, ſhould remember the Con- 
demnation pronunced *by our Saviour, He be to him by whom the Offence 
cometh, AndI am ſure you will allow it to ve an Aggravation of theGuile, 
the publiſhing of ic ſo unſeaſonably, to the difquieting of the Minds 
of the People at this time, the Sacrament of the Lords Supper being to be 
Adminiftred here upon the next enſuing Lords day. And were I not 
perſwaded, that there muſt be many more Copies of a printed Paper, 
chan that one which you ſent me, I would commitr it to the Flames. 

But now, ſince you tell me that that Letter has raiſedin ſeveral others 
as well as your ſelf, a deiire of being inform'd by ſome impartial hand, 
' concerning the true Condition of our Town's Afﬀeairs,and that you ſeem 
to expect ſome account thereof from me. I ſhall inform you of what oc- 
currs to me at preſent, with relation to the Contents of that Letter. 

As to what is Suggeſted in the ſecond Paragraph of it,I muſt ſay, That 
tho* I was much converfant with theGenerality of the People of Glaſgow. 
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yet I neyer heard any Reflection made againſt theMagiſtrates and Coun« 
cil for Miſ-management of the Town's Common-Good, further than 
that they were always determined by Fobn Anderſon of Dowe-bill's Coun- 
{el and Advice, alledging, That inſtead of a free Ele&ion ( which the 
Letter-writter ſays the Town has ) they had allowed Dove-#ill the No- 
mination of the Provoſt, Baillies; and Town-Council, ever ſinee the 
late happy Revolution; whereby the Town's Gift ( tho* it coſt them 
9000 Merks, and gives Warrant for as free an Elecion as any Burgh of 
this Nation, and particularly as that of the Burgh of Edinburgh ) yet was 
never further extended or made uſe-of by thein, than to put Dovebill in 
place ofthe Arch-Biſhop; theſe. Perſons. being always preferr'd whom 
he named to the place: And tho*® Devehill could not always be Provoſt 
himielf, becauſe of the ſett of the Burgh, yet whoever were choſen were 
but Nominal Provoſts, and. he always exerced: And the Expenſe which 
the Burgh was putto in procuring the above-mention'd Gift of a free 
Ele&tion of their Provoſt and: Magiſtrates, was fo far from Relieving 
them of the Inconveniencies. which they lay under,that it. has been made 
ute of as a handle by Dovehill to continue, and perpetuate the Magiſtracy 
in his own hands, with ſuch others as entirely. depend upon him, who 
ſucceded one another by turns and private Conce-t,everſince the obtain- 
ing. of the ſaid Gift ; and that by ſuch Methods and Pradctiſes as you will 
fully underſtand by and. by. 

And as an-evidence thereof, it-is. very remakable, that ſince the year 
1689, there have few or none been able ro come upon the Government 
of the-Town, but ſuch who have been ſhrewdly Preſum'd to be devoted 
to Dovebzll and his intereſt; and none has been alter'd or turn*doutof the 
Town- Council, except only thoſe who for the good and intereſt cf the 
Burgh, as well as for the freedom of its Inhabitants, ſtated themfe]ves in 
oppolition to- Dovebill's Deſigns, and endeavour'd tocheck his piroceea® 
ings, when contrary to the tiue intereſt of the City, 

For inſtance whereof Jobs Sprew! who has very particularly fignalized 
himſelf for the honour of his Countrey and good of this City ; Thomas 
Peters who faithfully diſcharged his Truſt,and was extraordinary ſervice- 
able to the Town, and gainfd to it by his diligent management 16000 
lib. clear profit on a Tack of the Exciſe ; Fobn Smith, Fohn Stirling and. 
Fobn Armour, Pertons well beloved by the City, and moſt Aﬀectionate. 
rO-its intereſt, and very capable of executing the Truſt committed to 
theic Charge, are. the. only Perſons curn'd.off the Council theſe. Ten, 
Years.paſt. The 
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The Magiſtracy being thus continued'in the Perfon of | Dcvebill, ard 
his Dependants,notwithſtanding of the Gift by which the City-expected 
to have been ſecured againſt ſuch Practices,and to have had the benefit 
of a free Election in the Terms of that Gift, namely to be as free as any 
City of the Kingdom and particularly that of Edinburgh, the Irhabitants ( I 
muſt {ay ) cannot but think themſelves aggrieved, thar Dcvebill ſhould 
keep the Tenor and intent of this Gift to be ſuch a Secrer.zs that to this 
hour ithas not been either communicated tothe twoHoules of Merchants 
and Trades, or ſo much as enter'd in our Records. 

And that I may not ſeem to aflert this withour warrant,as not having 
ſeen the ſaid Gift; it appears by the Ad of Parliament 14 of June 1690, 
Confirming thefaid Gifr, that the Election fince that time has not been 
inthe Terms thereof, nor that the freedom of Election thereby granted 
to the City andCommunity of Glaſgow, has ever been Communicated or 
made effeual to them: : For by that At of Parliament, it is Enacted, 
That the City of Glaſgow and Town Council thereof, ſhall bawe full Power and 
Priviledge to chooſe their own Mapiitrates, Provoit, Baillies and other Officers 
within Burgh,as fully and freely in all reſpe&s astheCity of Edinburgh or any other 
Royal Burgh within theKingdom enjoys the ſame : And there beir g no particu- 
lar manner determin'd- in the Gift or A above-recited, for exercing the 


+ new freedom and Liberty thereby granted to the City of Glaſgow, it fol- 


Tows neceſſarly, that before any El=&ion could legally proceed after the 
faid Gift, the Town- Council for the time, rogether with the Two 
Houſes, which are the full Repreſentation of the Buigh, ought to 
have been joyntly conſulted about the form of Electing the Provoſt, Bail- 
lies and other Officers, the Right of which is thereby convey fd to them; 
eſpecially to the two Houſes of MerchMts and Trades, as being the Bo- 
dy of the Society and:Community of Glaſgow: And beyord queſtion this 
'muſt have-been.the deſign and Genuine intent of the Act of Parliament,as 
you may ſee by its referring to the Eletion of Edinburgh, in which the 
Trades have a very conſiderable intereſt. Nevertheleſs Dovebill, inſtead of 
conveening the Town-Council, Merchants and Trades Houſes. in order 
to eſtablith a fert for Electing cheMagilſtrates in all time coming, purſuant 
to the Gife and Ad of Parliament confirming the fame, ſteps in into the: 
Arch-Biſhops place, and Leics the Magiſtrates without taking notice of 
either the Merchants.or Frades: Houſes, and by that means has, contra» 
ry to the Town's Right and Freedom entail*d the Magiſtracy upon him- 
felf and thoſe of his Appointment ever fince the Revolution, and has, du- 
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ring that time, enhanced the management of che Common Good with» 
out Control. 

And the People of Glaſgow judging themſelves extreamly leaſed by 
this manner of Eleaing + i the procurement of the Gift and Ac of 
Parliament abovemention*'d ; and finding themſelves moſt rudely treat- 
ed by Dovebill, who frequently gave very infolent Anſwers to theirre- 
ſp2afull Petitions for Redrefs of their wrongs, were and (as T am infor- 
m*<d) ſtill are reſolved to purſue a Declarator of the Town's Freedom of 
Election, before the Parliament. 

And left you ſhould imagine this to be a groundleſs Charge, I ſhall 
ſupport it by the following undeniable inſtance of his inſolent Expreſ- 
ſions and inſulting carriage towards the Inhabitants m general : 

When ſeveral of the moſt conſiderableof their Number,did, in Name of 
themſelves & their tellow Citizens,ſfignify toDewebill, that they could not 
comply with the paying of Stent upon any account whatſoever, but for 
the King's Celſs;. and particularly, that they could not pay Stent for the 
Burgh-dues, unlefs they were decern'd and ordain'd by a Competent 
Fudicatory ; he Anfſwer'd very huffily, 'T hat it were eaſier to hold a 
Eyon by the Jaws, than to quarrel what the Magiſtrates did in reference 
to the Stenting of the Inhabitants, and that he would Stent them for the 
faid Burgh-Dues, for the Defliciencies of former Stents, and for the Sub- 
fcriptions of the Royal Burghs to the Idian and African Company ; and 


bid: any that quarel'd eicher of theſe to ſer it totheir knee and right ir if 


they could ; all which can be made appear by famous Witneſſes in this. 
Town. And tho all theſe ought to be payed out of the Common-Good, 
yet the ſeveral Inhabicants ſignified their 1nclination to comply moſt 
chearfully with their Stent for theffaid Subſcription-Meney (as they did) 
but only inſiſted, that Dovebill ſhould take the Advice of the Merchants. 
and Trades Houſes, for laying on the ſame proportionably, and not af. 
{ame to himſelf thePriviledge of laving on a StentArbitrarly, without al- 
lowing them the freedom of inquiring into the Reaſons thereof. 

I ſhall in che next place ſhew y ou Dovebills ſiniftrous. intreagues and il- 
legal Practices, zs to the method of continuing himſelf and his Sett in 
the Magiſtracy and Council, and debarring all thoſe whom ke thought 
not entirely in his Intereſt, not only from the Magiſtracy and Council, 
but alſo, as much as ke could, from having any knowledge of 
the Town's Aﬀairs: And indeed the matter is ſo very Scandalous, thaz 
were it not very notoriouſly known. here, I ſhould hardly veature to ex. 
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| ed to chuſe by pairs, and not to have their Freedom of Elefting out of 
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pole my ſelf to the hazard of not being believed in the Relation of a pra- 
ctice ſo very uncommon;which is as followeth. earns 

I have already rold you, that when ever any Ele&ion was to be made 
fince the Beginning of Dovehill's Adminiſtration, he always aſſumed to 
himſelfthe Priviledge formerly enjoyed by the Arch-Biſhop, of givingin 


| the Leits, and in thoſe Leirs he never fail*d of leiſhing together one-of 


kis own Creatures; orintimate Friends, whom he reckon'*d to be abſo- 
lutely under his Management, with ſome Perſon of no Note or Degree 
within the City , or otherwiſe hated by the People, or diſaffeted te the 
Government; and after an Extraordinary Method, the Council behov- 


the whole Leit; by which means he abſolutely ſecured the Elecion to his 


- own Creature or Friend: 
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| ef che Magiſtrates for the immediate preceeding Year, who by the Old 


And that Imay ſay nothing without Book, I ſhall ( beſide many other 
Inftances co be given) condeſcend, for Brevities ſake, only on two: 
The firſt is Provoſt Napjer ( a Creature of Dovebill's ) coupled with Pro- 


} volt Barns, a Perſon whom Dovebill himſelf had repreſented co the Town 
| and Inhabitants, as a great Malverſer and Squandererof the Common- 


Good, and a Scourge to the Town in the time of the late Evil-Govern- 
ment, being a Tool ofthe late Arch-Biſhop's in fining for Nen-conformi- 
ties, and the then pretended Irregularities; By which Method he abſo- 
lutely ſecured his Creature Napier to be choſen. The other Inſtance is, 
Mathew Cumming his Truſty Friend, who attends the Council on no 
Occaftion , but when Devebill calls for him for ſome Special Eminent 
Service or other, particularly about the time of Eletion ; For Cumming 
being an Old Man, and living for the moſt part inthe Countrey, is not 


| able to attend the Council, as the Duty of a Councellor requires; yet 


being an old Truſty Trojanof Dovebill's, it was thought neceſſary in or- 
der to get him choſen, to buckle him with William Fawſide, a Man 
ſhrewdly ſuſpected to be both Jacobite and Malignant. | 

It falls next in Courſe, That I inform you of Dowebill's Meaſures for 
turning out of the Council ſuch as upon Trial, he finds not willing to 
run hisErrands, or cloſe with his Deſigns : He Liſts the Perſon whom he 
intends ſhould be put out, with another Perſon, thar by the Sett of the 
Town cannot be turned out; and this he did in particular to the. fore- 
mentioned Fob Sprewl, a Perſon well deſerving not only of this City 
but of the Countrey in general, by Leiting him with Fobs Leckie one 
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Sett of the Burgh behoved to continue, and could not be turned. - off 
for that Year, by which Means Fobn Sprewl muſt of neceflity be remov- 
ed, notwithſtanding he did then, and at ſeveral other times, proteſt a- 
gainſt ſuch grols and palpable Encroachments upon the City*s Right and 
Freedom of Election: And there has been ſuch a continued Courſe of 
ſuch PraRices uled by Doveh;ll, that it were a needleſs blacking of Paper 
to trouble you with any further inſtances of it at this time. 

Bur as a further Swatch of tis Policicks, in contriving of Handles by 
which he might preſerve his Reputation and Efteem with his own Sett; 


when he foretaw char at the Convention of Burghs, Jaly 1699, a part of ? 
the Burden of the Ten pounds formerly payable by the Burghs of Barro- 


ny, muſt neceſſar]y have beenlaid upon the Townof Glaſgow, he writes 


a Letter to James Peadie then Provoſt, in which he declares, thathe was } 
{o unfortunate, as to be ill-look'd upon by ſeveral eminent Perſons of the F 
Nation, and that the 'Town of Gla/gow having received prejudices on .; 


his Account, he therefore deſired the ſaid Provoſt to make choice of 


ſome other Perſon to repreſent them at the ſaid Convention, which ac- | 


cordingly was done: Yet no ſooner was the Convention over, but he 


endeavoured to calumniat che Commiſſioners that were - theie for this * 
Burgh, unjuſtly alledging (-cho' they had done all that was in their 


Power to leſſen the Propoition of the ſaid ten pounds, that was intended 


for Claſgow) that they were the Perſons who brought Buxden upon the ; 


Town : Becauſe ( forlooth)) 40 ſhillings of the ſaid Ten Pounds were 


laid on this Town for oneyear: And to ſupport this Allegation, he * 
affirmed further, chat they had truſted too much to: Sir Fames Smallet, and | 


that if he had been Commiſſioner, he would have taken ſuch Meaſures, 


as that no part ofthe ſaid ten Pounds had been laid oa the Town : This 7 
was fuch a Maſter-peice of his Cunning, as he thought would undoubt- *' 
edly Rivet him+in. the Good Opinion of his Old Core, and ſecure 
his being again chafen Provoſt at the then following Election ; and there- « 
by more firmly eſtabliſh himſelf in all the other Beneficial places he en- 
joys, ſuch as the being Manager of the Tack of the Cuſtomes, Conjun@ | 
Colle&or of Glaſgow, General Surveyor; Book Keeper to the Town, ' 
Towns Agent, and Deburſer of their Money, whick many People ſtick 


Not to ſay was the. chief Butt that he aim'd ar. 


* Having now given you thisjhors account of the Council eſtabliſh*d by | 


Dovebill, I reckon you will need but few fturcher Arguments to perſwade | 


Fou, that the noiſe which he {aid was made concerning the management . 
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of the Aﬀairs of Glaſpow,was not altopethet ran and I 2m perſwas 
ded, you are already of Opinion,that his Management in general hag 
rended bur very little to either the Peace, Credit or Intereſt of this City; 
and that he is not a'Perſon'o very ſelf:denyed;and regardleſs of his own 
intereſt,as rv make acontinued ſtruggle for inhancing the Magtſtracy, if 
he had not found his Accounts by it. 

Andtho the account I give-of this matter,may ſeem to carry along with 
it a more chan ordinary concern, Thavereaſonto hope, thatyou will not 
be ſo uncharitable, as to think that either1i, or much leſs, fo numercus a 
Body of the Inhabitants, as have cry'd out againſt the foreſaid Abufes, do it 
upon the account of any perſonal prejudice at Dowebill, or any other of 
thoſe who have been upon the Magiſtracy, during his Adminiſtration, 
but what we do orſay in this matter, proceeds meerly from the ſenſe we 
have of our duty, to the City of Glaſgow, whereof we are Members,and 
from the Obligations that ly upon us by our Burges-Oaths, to endeavour 
the good and welfare of the Town: And beſides too, ſeveral of them 
ſtand in need of no Vindication, particularly Provoſt Peazie; who ( 1 
am perſwaded) has behaved himſelf very Honeſtly and Conſcientiouſly 
in his ſtation,as ſome others have alſo done in theirs. 

But to come cloſer to the Contents of that Letter, which I am per» 


' {waded, no body but Dovebzll could beat the Pains to Write, or have 


the Effrontory to publiſh, tho in a blank Perſons Name, to Vindicate 
the Magiſtrates of Glaſgow ( forſooth ) from the Miſmanagement, which 
the Community of the City charges only upen himſelf, it 15 obſervable, 
that for juſtifying himſelf from wha he is pleaſed in that Letter to call 


|- Calumnies (tho the People of Glaſgow finds them to be ſad Truths ) he 
proclaims to the World,that he did expoſe his Books rothe Two Houles, 


and deſired that they would chuſe Six Perſons of each Houſe to conſider 
the Town-Accounts and management, to the end that they might re- 
port their Opinion to both Houſes; and that after theſe Perſons had gone 
through the Accounts, and made their obſerves and remarks thereon,they 
could not be prevail'd with to make the ſame known. By which De- 
claration he pretends to juſtify himſelf, and impoſe a belief upon Man- 
kind,chat all the Noiſe made about the Management of the Town's Af- 
fairs, was only groundleſs Suggeſtion, Clamour and Calumny. 

Yet youmuſt know, that as this pretended expoſing the Books to the 
Members of both Houſes was but a meerſham, there being no free inſpe- 
tion given of the Books (as Ts ) nor ſufficient time to make any 
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reaſonabie Obſervations upon the Management of the Common Good, 
ſo neither was the {crimp inſpetion that was made, a free offer of Dove- 
bills for his own Vindication, as he would make us believe, but meerly 
the effe& ofan Addreſs, from agreat many of the Inhabitants to: the 
Dean of Gild, deſiring that the Books might be expoſed, and which the 
Council (when conveenf'd) did accordingly grant : But Dovehill] had ſo 
managed the matter, that the inſpe&tion fo much deſired, provid altos 
zether uſeleſs as to the Deſign for which ic was intended : For altho Six 
wereappointed by each Houſe to receive the Books,and have the free 
peruſal of them amongſt themſelves ; yet in ſtead ofthat free inſpetion 
which they ought to have bad, Dovehill who by an unpreſidentedConyjun- 
Aion oftwo ſuch Offices was both Provoſt and Book-Keeper (for which 
he has a conſiderableSalary) never parted with the Books, nor allowed 
inſpetion thereof, but in his own preſence, he pointing and il- 
luminating the ſeveral Poſts as he pleaſed : Neither did he allow above 
fome few Hours for ſeveral days to go through the ſaid Books, and by that 
means, any inſpection or Survey that they had was ſo very ſuperficial,that 
no diſtinct Report could poſsibly be made, eſpecially conſidering that the 
Accounts of two full years, viz. From Michaelma(s 1697 tO Michaelma(s 
x699, are yet unrecorded: During which time many ſhrewd preſumpti- 


ons.can be given, that there were great Fallacies and Abuſes committed: 


And even inche Accounts which are recorded, there are ſeveral very 
conſiderable Arcicles not inſtructed; at leaſt they muit follow Dewebills 
Faith for the Disburſements of all the Writers Accounts, which tho con- 
fiſting of ſeveral ſmall particulars, yet amounc to a great Sum, and go 
under ſuch Names as the Reviſers could not pretend to contravert, unleſs 


they had ſome Writers or Agents to Afliſt them, many Disburſements be- 


ing Charged at ſeveral times for Doubles and adjuſting of Minutes to 
the. Lords Men, Clerks, Macers, &c, andfeveral other Articles of chat 
kind, which at leaft ought to have been atrefted by the Towns Agent, 
to whom they pay a yearly Sallary; and beſides it was not unknown to 
ſome of them,who were appointed co review theſe Accounts, that Dove- 
bill had ſeveral Law-Pleas of his own, which went on atthe ſame time, 
and that poflibly. one payment might have ſerved for both : All which 
conſiderations were in my humble opinion ſufficientReaſons to diſwade 
any diſcreet Men from venturing to expoſe their ownReputations,by giv 
ing in a Report under their hands in @ matter of which they could not 
pollibly have any diſtinct view.. 
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As cothe particular Account which Dowveb;ll gives of the Town's 


Debts, and the ſeveral pay ments by which he pretends to have reduced 


them by his painful management, you cannot well expe any par- 
tlcular Information from me concerning the ſame, - uncill I have berter 
Authority to dire& my reaſon, and ground my belief upon, than any 
thing contained in that Printed Letter ; for Dovehill being Book-Keeper 
as well as Provoſt might eaſily make a Chatge and Diſcharge as he plea- 


ſed: But had he given, as was defired,full and free inſpecion of his Books 


to my Informers, *twere an eaſy matter to confute his ſaid pretended and 
ſham Account,& demonſtrate that it was calculated only for a new Trick 
toimpoſe upon thePeople,& perſwade them thar theirAfﬀairs are in good 
order, when in the mean time they are (I amvery much afrayed) going 
to Wreck and Ruin. | 

And therefore, (tho* for the reaſons aforeſaid a particular Anſwer 'can- 
not at preſent be given to an Account, thus clandeſtinely patched up by 
Dovebill and his Agents, with deſign to Turprize and amuſe the People 
therewith) yet to obviate the fallaciousneſs and diſingenuity thereof,and. 
to ſhew to theWorld that many conſiderable Sums have been exacted & 
intrometted with by Dovehill over and above the Town's ordinary Reve- 
nue and Common-Good, I have hereunto ſubjoyn'd ſome noted parti- 
culars amounting to the Sum of 126700 /ib., which are moſt diſingenu- 
ouſly ſuppreſs*d, or at leaſt omitted in Dovebill's Printed Accompt. 


lik. fo. <, 
ExaRed from the Inhabitants under the Name 
of King's Ceſs, &c. more thanwarranted by 26700 0. ©0 
Ac of Parliament, about 
Gained upon the Tack of the Exciſe of the | p | 
Five Shires. 2. FOO. ON 
Uplifted of Seat-Mails before there was one (\ "<0 
word of building the Blackfryar Church, about f ©**® 99 -_ 
Received from the Inhabitants for private and ' 
publick Malt before the Revolution, about | 


06000 ©0 - 00 
Received of the 2 d. per Pint of Ale to this Year, 6covo oo oo 
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126700 
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And this beſide the whole Revenue of the Town of Glaſgcw, viz. 

Milns, Ladles, Pecks, Greens, Trone,Bridge, Broomy-Law; PortGlaſ- 

2w, Drawen-Teinds about the Town. Teinds. of the- Gorbals, Fleſh- 
Market, Land Market, the Rent of the Sixteen Mark-Land, Feu-Du*« 
ties and Teinds of the Barony. 

By all which icfs evident to the meaneſt Capacity, that Dovehils Vin» 
dication is but a further ſtep of his impoſing upon and deluding the Peo- 
ple, with deſign to lull them. aſleep and keep chem as much as he can in. 
groſs ignorance of the Town's Aﬀairs. 

And as a further evidence of his Siniſtrous defign by the ſaid Account, 
you may obſerve a moſt ſhameleſsPeice of Partiality in that ſham. vindica=- 
tion of himſelf and the Magiſtrates;. for he thereby makes. all the pay- 
ments of the Town's Debts to be made during the time of his own Pro. 
voltſhip ;. butin Provoſt Peadje and Provolt Napier's tire (who are known 
to be very honeſt Men) no Debts were payed;/ which is a groſs and: 
grievous RefizRion upon the Reputation of honeſt len; eſpecially conſj- 
dering, it is very well known that, tho Dovehi} was not always in the 
Provoſt's Chair,yet he had ſtill the.alcendant over it. ſo far as to havethe 
managemear of the Council who were all of:his own chooſing: ForProoff 
whereof my informers,dodeclaye, that they knew feveral Sums thar ought: 
ta have been applyed to.the payment of Debt in Provoſt Peadie and Pio- 
voſt Napjer's time, prepoſterouſly applyed for payment of Debt in- 
Dovehill's tims, particularly 1100 /ib. pay'd by George Murehead lace 
Treaſurer for defraying of Debt in Dovehills time, which ſhould have 
been payed in Peadies time: And {ſeveral inſtances can he given of the 
like Practices overall! the Accounts. 

And it is very remarkable, that how favourable ſoever the Letter is to, 
Dovebill, inall its parts, yet the Writer thereof has omitted Seven Thou- 
fand Merks: of Expenſes, that the Town of Glaſgow was at,in defending 
the Slaughterof Major Mginzies; which being: fo conſiderable a Sum, [ - 
know not-how-it could, have eſcaped Dove-bill's Memory, upon perutal 
of his Books; but IT rather begin to have Charity for him in believing 
that being aſhamed thereof, he has willfully omitted it; as being not or.- 
ly, extravagant; but an Article too that he, knows might have been eaſily 
prevented by taking the ſaid Mayor alive, and bringing him to a fair 
Trial, when he was ſurrounded by Dovehill and ſuch a Number of the 


Tnhabirants; as muſt needs have made his eſcape impoſlible ; which is 
well known to the whole. Inhabitants of this place, | | 


Naw 
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Now that I have done Juſtice tc Dovehill in minding him of what ke 
has neglected to ſtate in his own Diſcharge, he can the leſs blame me. for 
having, in Juſtice to the Community, of which I am a Member, men- 
tion'd thole Particulars. which he has wilfully conceal'd in his Letter,and 
ought to be put to his Charge: Which, together with the many unnecef- 
fary Pleas, in which he has involved the Yown, amount to a preac Suny 
and ean eaſily be made appear, if he could be prevailed with, ro allow 
the Inhabitants to infpe& his Books more narrowly, and make their Re- 
marks with greater Deliberation, than thoſe Pleas were engaged in. 

As to the Concluſion of his Accounts, by which he aſſerts, that there 
15 50326 Pounds 5 Shillings paid. od clear Debt, my Informers ſeem'd to 
be very glad, if they could be certified, that the "Town of G/aſgow's Debts 
are ſo much leſfen'd, ſince Dowebil's entering into the Magittracy ; but 
are unwilling to believe it, till the two Years outſtanding Accounts be Re- 
corded, and come to Light: For until that be done, and a fair, full and 
free Inſpeion given of his Books, and a true Charge made againſt him, 
( which is noways done in the foreſaid Letter and printed Account, as. ap= 
pears by what is above {aid ) there can be no juſt of particular View gi- 
yen of that Matter: And the Inhabitants are aeeply afraid, that inſtead 
of finding the Town's Debts lefſen'd, in the Sum- which he pretends, thapg 
they will find the Common-Good reduced to ſuch a Paſs, as that'in a 
little time it will not be able to bear its own Weight, if it fall nor ſpeedi- 
ly into better hands, Nor 1s this the Caſe of tne. Commoen-Good. only, 
but-even the Inhabicants-themſelves, by the extraordinaiy Burdens laid on 
them, are-become ſ{o-unable, that many of. them have a.xeady left the 
Town, and given up their Burgeſs-Tickets, to be fice of the Stents and 
Burdens; and many others are like to follow their Example: Ss that Dowe- 
bilFs Management may come to empty the Town of Trading Merchants, 
as well as he-has parged the Council of ſuch as cannot be devoted to his 
Intereſt, unleſs a ſpeedy Remedy be found : Nor is it to be ſuppoſed, that, 
it was upon the Account of Publick Works, that the Inhabitants have 
been.thus heavily Stented: For the Expenſe of theſe are much more than 
compenſed, by the extraordinary Incomes and Profits, of which Dovebill. 
hzs made no manner of Account. 

Buc teſt chis my long Lezter may weary your. Patience, tho*I havefeveral 
other thingsto add on this Subjec, I ſhall conclude ar preſent with this ene 
Obſerve : The Writer of that printed Lette: which you ſent me, ſays, 


' Thar the Megiſtrates bear as heavy a part of che Stents as any others, and 


ſome of them more than any in the Town :: But becauſe 1 am fure, thats 


" the Inhabitants know. very well that Aﬀſertion to bs. impudent.aand falfe, 
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T ſhall only tell you, that if Doweb3ll FR been Stented for any Trade that 
he has had theſe 'Twelve Years paſt as a Merchant, they. have done him 
very much Injuſtice ; for my Informers aſſure me, that they never knew 
of any Trade that he has had in all that time, except the Provoſt-Trade; 
which now, ir ſeems, they incline to believe to be a berter Trade than 
they thought of:Eſpecially when they confider what Induſtry & Art he uſes, 
ro keep himſelf in that Scation ; what his Circumſtances were when he 
enter'd into it what they are now;andfſhow that by thatTrade only,he has 
paid off ſo much of his own proper Debts: For they are perſwaded, that 
the Four Pounds a Day which he gets, when Abroad on the Town's Af- 
fairs, and the Three Hundred Pow1ids he gets as being Book-Keeper, 
could never effeuar ſuch things. 

Sir, Tho* your Importunity has expiſcated all this from me, I ſhould 
not wiſh, that it were expoſed to any, who would improve it to the rai» 
fing of Diſcord: And tho the Author of that Letter has thought fit to leave 
a blank for his Name, for Reaſons beſt known to himſelf, ſince we can 
only gueſs at them; yet I could have no Scruple in Citing my Informers 
Names, were it not they ailured me, that if their Names were known, 
they might expe no lels rnan Military Execution, by exorbitant Quarte- 
ring of Souldiers upon them : For that is the common Ulage of the People 
of Glaſgow, if they feern to quarrel any thing that Dovebill thinks fit to be 
done ; his ordinary is, to ſend Two Souldiers ro Quarter on each cf them, 
tho® often, the Houſes which they are ſent to, cannot well accommodar 
the People themſ<lves : So thart it is all one, whether there be Two Com- 
panies, or Twy Regiments in 'Town ; for the Locality is ſtill exacted of 
thoſe, whorn he thinks Dil-affteted to him, whether there be any Shadow 
of Reaſon for it or nor. 

If chis Account can give you any Satisfaction, 1 have my chief end by 
It, next to that of endeavouring to obviat and expoſe thoſe Meaſures, 
which I think ſo prejudicial to the Intereſt and Welfareof this City,whoſe 
Good, you know, lam in Duty bound to advance, as much as in me lies: 
And if I fail in the Performance, I hope you'l in Charity rather impute 
it to my Ignorance, than to the Want of a Hearty Inclination in 


SIR, Your Real Friend, and 


Glaſgow, 17th. 
July, 1700. Humble Sarvant, 


7 B. 
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Poltſcript. 


Fter I had conſidered this tedious Letter, 1cannot forbear giv- 

ing you further aſſurance, that the ſeveral matters of Fact 
therein contain'd are truly and juſtly related, to the beſt of my Me- 
mory, and according to the rruelt Information that I could procure. 
But upon ſecond thoughts, my Memory does not ſerve me exact-. 

ly whether William Fawftde mention'd Page 7 was coupled with 
Matthew Cumming or Dovehils other beloved Creature Gavin ]Woodz 
but that he was leited with one of them,l am poſitive:And that George 
Grabam, James Robertſon and Fohn Gardiner ( whoſe Characters are 


well known to the Inhabitants ) were likewiſe ſeverally Leited with 
other 'Truſt y Friends of DovehilFs. 


And for the further Verification of what I have Writ- 
ten concerning the Elettion of our Magiſtrates, T 
have hereunto Subjoyn'd atrue Copy of the « A of 


Parliament in favours of the Town of Glaſgow. 
June 14th. 1690. 


UR SOVERAIGN LORD and LADY, taking to 
Their Conſideration, that the City of Glaſgow is amongſt 
the moſt conſiderable ofthe Royal Burrows within Their: 

Ancient Kingdom of Scotland, both for the number of 

Inhabitants, and their ſingular fitneſs and application to Trade, and 

the convenient Situation of the Place, upon the River of Clyde; And 

that the Common-Good of the ſaid City hath been greatly waſted 


, and exhauſted, by draining vat Sums of Money from Magiſtrates, 


who were not freely Eleted and Choſen, as is uſual in other Royal 


| Burrows: And likeways conſidering the firm Adherence, and con- 
d « ſtant Zeal for che Proteſtant Religion, of the Community of the ſaid 


City, Their Majeſties did grant a full and ample Charter, in favours 


- of the ſaid City of Glaſgow, and the Common Council thereof, con- 


firming 


Jo ( 16 ) 
firming all ſormer Charters granted to them by any of Their Royal 
Predeceſſors, in {avours of the Community of the ſaid City, or Gild- 
Brethren, tradeſmen, or any Society or Deaconry within the ſame; 
and alſo of new Granting and Diſponing to the ſaid City, and com- 
mon Council thereof, a full and ample Power, Right and Faculty of 
Electing their Provoit, Baillies, and other Magiſtrats, at the ordinary 
time o: Eletion, as {freely asany other Royal Burgh might do with- 
in Their ſaid Ancient Kingdom, promiſing to confirm the forefaid 
Charter in the next Parliament. Therefore Their Majeſties, with 
Advice and Conſent of the Eſtates of Parliament, do Statute, Ena&t 
and Ordain, that the City of Glaſgow, and Town-Council thereof, 
ſhall have Power and Priviledge to chooſe their own Magiltrats, 
Provolts, Baillies, and other Officers within Burgh, as fully, and 
as freely in all reſpes, as the City of Edinburgh, or any other Roy- 
. al Burgh within the Kingdom enjoys the fame ; Beginning the-firft 
Eletion at Michaelmaſs next, and {o furth yearly in time-coming. 
And further, Their Majeſties, with Conſent foreſaid, do Ratifie, 
Confirm, and Approve the foreſaid Charter granted by them in fa- 
vours of the Community, aad Common. Council of Glaſgow; of the 
date the fourth day of January 1690, in the whole Heads, Articles, 
and Clauſes thereof, as fully and amply, as it the ſame were word 
by word herein Ingroſſed ; Whereanent Their Majeſties, with Con- 
ſent foreſaid, do hereby Diſpenfe for now and ever. It is always here- 
by expreſly provided and declared, that this preſent Act ſhall be with- 
out prejudice or derogation to T heir Majeſties, of Their Rights to 
the Regality of Glaſgow, or other Rights, except as to the Power and 
Freedom of the Burgh of Glaſgow, in relation to the chooſing of 
their own Magiſtrats, and the ſeveral EreCtions of Incorporations and 
Deaconries in that Burgh. | 
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